n npen letter to Indian-
apolis Mayor Bart
Peterson:

Let us frst com-
mend you on the rapid response
t0.& commkity crisis tat af-

fécts all of us. The latest wave of

murders in our community begs:
the guestion, what kind of ¢ity’
do we live in, or even better,
what kind of city de we want
our children to inherdt? Do we
want to be the murder capital of
the United States, or de we want
to be 4 city of peage? What will
be our legacy?

‘The measures you and other
nuhlic afficials have taken are
needed but long overdue. How®
ever, they trest only the symp-
toms and not the cause of our
cugrent chaos. For many years .
we have seen tremendous prog-
ress in building up the Down-
town and the superstructure of
our ¢ity. The stadiumns, cotiven-

tion cetter, ffice _bmldmgs and.

‘ind the African- Aferican com-
muniry specifically.

What good will it do for us to
hnve & new stadium that we are
aftaid to go to for'fear ol being

“robhed or. murdered? We undet-
" stand the need to repalz' svhat s
* broken, but the sﬂcty issues are

tied to the social issues. We dg*
not just need to be locked up
ard lotked down. 'We seed to be
liftedd up. Most African Ameri-
cans in this city are law-abiding
people who want to feel secure
too, We'payour taxes and vore

" our cofiseletice. We deserverbet- .

ter char what we. are getting
Sir, call upon

you it eip Tead Bi¥ city out of

its soclal darkness, We are i

ded and gocial-delivery
poer. fids netd mentorihg; -
tutoring and social skills, Our

. perents need traifiing, Black fa-.

" fhers need help: Black children’
need to be empowered. We need
recteation centers dnd #fter-
schont education centers. We:
need mere ahti-trusncy, anti-
drug, anti-teenage-ptegnancy,
programs. We nedd more ea.rly
childhood programs.

-Our kids are not bad, they
just ake bad choices. When
they do get in trouble, we need
a0 do something besides Jock
them ap. We need to provide &
safety fiet for those who haye
fallen;a and provide jobs and
tralnif for those'who are willy
ing to'work when they get out
of prisdn. We need to gtrengthén
the cuirts and the police, but
more than anything, we need to
treat the future like i is today,
for it soon will be. We need re-
sources to help you get the 3ob
done. It eiways eosts less o ed
¢ate than incarcerate s
nate, :

W are asking you to iead the

city i change of priorities. We:

need prosctive leadership. We
need not only to take back our
streats, but to take 3 good look
at what is causing the problem,
a1 next surmer will be-hotter
than thisorie as black and‘white
blood flows in the streets.

We are asking you to lead an

initiative to Taise & mdndmarm of |

$25 million pet year from public
and private sources within the

;. hext 12 months to expand and ~
.. strengthen existing social and
commuhity argamzaﬂons aswell
a5 create new opputianites -

¥ through faith-based and ather

.- Clergy,

by

: %ersg the:10 Pornt Tzt
# Conlition, Ministers-On the=
“aye and The Gorcessed

buildings il we statt
disng up Lives. There are
Apanywho will help you, We
st do our part, Oy, parents
must tnke bagk: tlxen- Tores; b

ble to suppott tﬁe }buﬂdm *

“re stifl need help, I we can find

$50-plas miliion for public

4 gafety, surely, we can fisid half
+ that to mend the tattered social

fabric of cur cammmunity.
We cannot support just

“beefed uyp police and courts
- without the ¢ify addressing the

social disixitepration. snd racial
division that threaten ns ol -
Government cagnot do it
alone. It will take parents, peliti-
cians, police, preachers and the
sntire commaity to save our
children, Mr. Mayor, we need

- your leadetship and we will
“work with you. We know what

we have to do. As pastors, we

_ ymust work on the hearts of our |
“people so that respect for self,

. each other and human life ﬂour
_ushes once, agam imxour commut- 5'

aify. ;

We, dose wx;h ewords of
Terry Tempést Williams, “The
eyes of the futuréare looking

back at us and they are praymg ;

for us;to see beyond our time.”
iod hdp us ail:



